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Abstract

Napoleon III, Emperor of France, played an important political role in the
direction of Italian unification. He sought to balance support for Italian
nationalists with the protection of French and papal interests above all. In
addition, Napoleon III supported the Italian nationalists after the
Revolutions of 1848, while at the same time secretly concluding an
agreement with the Kingdom of Piedmont-Sardinia (the Plombicres
Agreement of 1858) to support it militarily against Austria. France fought
alongside Piedmont against Austria, which ultimately led to the
annexation of Lombardy to Piedmont, considered the first major step
toward unification.

However, in another direction that was not anticipated by the allies,
Napoleon III signed the Peace of Villafranca with Austria in 1859. This
diplomatic move, motivated primarily by concern for French interests,
halted progress toward the complete unification of northern Italy,
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disappointing the nationalists and highlighting his preference for French
territorial gains. France obtained Nice and Savoy from Piedmont, while
French troops remained in Rome to protect the Pope and prevent its
annexation to the Italian state.

Years later, specifically in 1870-1871, the Franco-Prussian War broke
out, forcing Napoleon III to withdraw French troops from Rome. This
created the final and decisive opportunity for Italian nationalists and

Cavour, who annexed Rome in 1870, making it the capital of Italy in
1871.
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