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Abstract
This study traces the biographies of key
Eastern Christian scholars (Nestorians and
Jacobites) who served as a civilizational
bridge between Greek and Arab-Islamic
culture during the 7th-8th centuries CE,
based on a critical reading of British
Orientalist works (O’Leary, Bernard Lewis,
Tritton, et al.). It focuses on pivotal figures
such as John Philoponos, Severus Sebokht,
Sergius of Reshhayna, Paul of Aegina, Jacob
of Edessa, Henanisho’ the Nestorian, and
John of Damascus. The study concludes
that  British

Orientalists  themselves

acknowledged Eastern Christians not
merely as translators but as active teachers
and founders of the translation movement
in early Islam.

Keywords: Biographies of scholars, Eastern
Christians, Nestorians, Jacobites, translation
movement, British Orientalists, early Islam,

Greek heritage, Syriac schools
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