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The Grammatical Agent: Formation, Functional Reality, and Linguistic
Impact
Dr. Jassim Mohammed Awad
Al-Qadisiyah Directorate of Education
Ministry of Education

Gmail jasimawad555@gmail.com

Keywords: Grammatical Agent, I'rab (Inflection), Arabic Grammar
Summary:

This research explores the concept of the Grammatical Agent (a/-/Amil) as
a fundamental pillar of Arabic grammatical theory. It examines three pivotal issues:
genesis, the nature of operation, and influence. The study seeks to re-read this
concept in light of the grammatical heritage and its inherent critical perspectives,
while invoking the philosophical and linguistic dimensions that shaped its evolution.
The research begins by tracing the origins of the "agent" idea among early
grammarians, highlighting how it crystallized as an explanatory tool to regulate
desinential transitions (/7ab) within the linguistic structure. It then addresses the
nature of operation (Hagigar al-Amal), investigating whether it is a formal
phonetic effect triggered by a specific linguistic element, or merely a conceptual
relationship inferred from context and syntax. In this regard, the study reviews the
major intellectual trends, ranging from those who affirm the reality of the agent to
those who deny it or re-interpret its functional role.
Furthermore, the paper analyzes influence (a/-7azhir) as the manifest result of the
agent's operation on the inflectional structure. It examines the nature and
boundaries of this influence, its relationship with both literal and abstract agents,
and its profound link to the theory of causality (a/-Sababiyya) in grammatical
thought.
The research concludes that the grammatical agent is not merely a formal
interpretative device, but rather a theoretical framework reflecting the grammarians'
vision of the relationship between form and meaning. A precise understanding of
this concept deepens the analysis of linguistic structures and unveils the

mechanisms of meaning production in the Arabic language.
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