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Abstract
This research addresses the role of field study in the transformations of
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classical and modern geographical thought through analysis, interpretation, and
investigation. It relies on both the historical and descriptive-analytical
approaches to trace the development of fieldwork within geographical thought
in ancient civilizations, particularly the Greek and Arab-Islamic traditions, due
to the richness of their scientific contributions. The study also examines the
trends and ideas of pioneering geographers in modern Europe and America,
who redefined fieldwork in light of digital and survey technologies used in
detecting phenomena, collecting data and information, and analyzing and
interpreting them . The research is based on the hypothesis that fieldwork was
not merely a tool for data collection, but rather a methodological and
epistemological approach as well as an active cognitive component, possessing
its own tools and techniques in each historical stage. This contributed
significantly to the formation of many geographical concepts, theories, and
methodologies throughout the evolution of geographyas a science. The study
concludes that field study has always represented, and continues to represent,
the bridge between theory and reality. The transformation of its role reflects the
intellectual, epistemological, and methodological shifts that geography has
undergone as a discipline. Furthermore, the research emphasizes the importance
of maintaining fieldwork as an essential component of contemporary
geographical research despite the expansion in the use of Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) and remote sensing technologies. Geography
remains fundamentally a field-based science that cannot dispense with
traditional and modern field information concerning the Earth, its surface and
subsurface, and the natural and human activities and events affecting its
patterns. Thus, geography can continue to keep pace with the spirit of the age
and contribute effectively to serving society.

Keyword : Geography, Field Study, Geographical Thought , Geographical
Methodology , Intellectual , Epistemological , and Methodological
Transformations
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