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Abstract

This study examines the history of Georgia during the First World War (1914
1918) by analyzing its political and military conditions and its role in the
international conflict in the Caucasus region, culminating in the declaration of its
independence on 26 May 1918. The study aims to highlight Georgia’s geopolitical
significance, explain the nature of Russian policy toward the country, analyze the
attitudes of the Central Powers and the Allied Powers toward the Georgian question,

examine the participation of Georgians in military operations on the Caucasus Front,
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and investigate the impact of the Russian Revolutions of 1917 on the development
of the Georgian national movement. The study adopts the historical-analytical
approach, relying on Arabic and foreign sources as well as academic studies. It traces
historical events in chronological order and analyzes them within the political and
military context of the First World War. The findings reveal that Georgia’s strategic
location made it a focal point of rivalry between the Russian and Ottoman Empires,
and later among the major belligerent powers during the First World War, giving it
considerable military and political importance. The study also demonstrates that the
participation of Georgians in the Russian army, together with the developments on
the Caucasus Front, contributed significantly to the growth of national consciousness
and the strengthening of the Georgian national movement. Furthermore, the collapse
of the Russian Empire following the February and October Revolutions of 1917, the
establishment of the Transcaucasian institutions, and the convening of the Trabzon
and Batum Conferences collectively paved the way for Georgia’s declaration of
independence on 26 May 1918. The study concludes that, despite its brief duration,

this independence represented a major turning point in modern Georgian history.
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