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Abstract
This research aims to identify the factors influencing external
audit fees and analyze their relative importance from the
perspectives of practitioners in Syria and Iraq. Furthermore, the
study explores the specific methods employed for fee
determination in both countries. To achieve these objectives, a
descriptive-analytical approach was adopted, utilizing a structured
questionnaire for data collection. The study population consisted
of external auditors in both nations, with a random sample of 30
individuals selected from each country. The response rate was
80% for Syrian auditors (n = 24) and 90% for Iraqi auditors (n =
27). The collected data were subjected to rigorous statistical
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analysis to test the formulated hypotheses and categorize the
relative importance of the identified factors Findings..

The results indicate that from the perspective of Syrian external
auditors, the primary factors influencing audit fees and,

subsequently, audit quality are:

The duration required to complete the audit engagement.

The size of the client’s entity.

The efficiency of the client’s internal audit function .
Discrepancies in the profession's regulatory environment.

Wage levels and prevailing working conditions.
Conversely, Iraqi external auditors identified the most significant
factors as :The size of the client’s entity.

The integrity and robustness of the client’s internal control system.

Market competition within the auditing sector .
The necessity for a standardized regulatory framework for fee-
pricing policies.
The study concludes that the fixed-fee method is the most
significant from the viewpoint of Iragi auditors, whereas the
variable-fee method is more prominent among Syrian auditors.
Finally, the findings demonstrate that audit fee determinants
significantly impact audit quality through variables such as the
regulatory environment, market competition, wage structures, and
the urgent need
Keywords: Audit Fees, External Financial Audit, Relative
Importance, Fee Determination Methods, Audit Quality.
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