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Abstract

After the Holy Qur'an« the Noble Hadith is the second most important legislative
source for Muslims. The Ahl al-Bayt school of thought devoted great attention to its
narration and study. Since the era of the text, there has been a need to explain the

0f 1ol

hadiths and clarify their contents, especially those that contained ambiguous words« ulna
subtle meanings, hidden allusions, apparent contradictions, or other such matters. With RECVISYRY

the passage of time and the emergence of various epistemological approaches, the need
arose for an approach that balances the text and reason. The "rational approach" was
one of the most prominent approaches introduced in the field of hadith explanation.
Imami hadith commentators realized early on that relying solely on the apparent
meaning of a text is not sufficient, especially when something is attributed to the
Infallible Imam (peace be upon him) that contradicts the axioms of reason or the
necessities of religion. They employed reason to understand narrations¢< not as an
adversary to the text, but rather as a partner in its explanation, a key to uncovering its
implications, and distinguishing authentic texts. This approach was based on the
legacy of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), who emphasized the authority of
reason and the necessity of being guided by it and employing it in understanding texts.
Even before that they emphasized the necessity of referring hadiths to reason in the
event of doubt or conflicte to determine what they (peace be upon them) actually
uttered« and what is merely false embellishment that must be thrown against the wall,
as some reports put it.

The importance of this approach is growing today, in light of the various
intellectual challenges and suspicions. It has become necessary to adopt a disciplined,
rational reading of many hadith texts to ensure their sustainability and effectiveness in
confronting contemporary problems and provocations that arise from here and there.

Keywords: explanation, hadith, Imamiyyah, rational approach, verses of faith.
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