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Research Summary:
The research aimed to demonstrate the importance of expanding the
application of alternative penalties as a means of addressing the problem
of prison overcrowding in lIrag, achieving criminal justice with a
reformative nature, and reducing the negative effects of custodial
sentences. We followed a legal analytical approach, along with
descriptive and inductive approaches. We analyzed legal texts and
reviewed the theoretical and legislative framework of alternative
penalties. From this, we derived the most prominent practical and
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legislative findings. At the end of the research, we concluded that
alternative penalties represented an important reform step in Iraqi penal
policy, contributed to alleviating pressure on prisons, and helped enhance
opportunities for the rehabilitation and social integration of offenders.
We recommend developing the legislative framework for alternative
penalties, intensifying training for judges and judicial bodies, enhancing
the participation of civil society institutions, and spreading community
awareness of the importance of this type of penalty in achieving
deterrence and reform.
Keywords: alternative penalties, prison overcrowding, penal policy,
rehabilitation, Iraqi law.
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