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The Nominal Title in Children’s Poetry: A Semiotic Study
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Abstract

The concept of semiotics in modern critical methodologies has evolved into a broad and
comprehensive framework that studies the movement of signs in texts and literary phenomena
in general. Many linguists have contributed to this field due to the great importance of the
semiotic phenomenon. Regarding the relationship between semiotics and the concept of
paratexts, the vitality of this relationship can be understood in light of the significant textual
importance that paratexts hold. Textual paratexts, with their varied forms, patterns, and types,
constitute an important aspect of modern critical study across various literary texts. Since the
literary title stands at the forefront of these paratexts, it has been granted critical importance by
many modern critics, both foreign and Arab, on a wide scale. The title is a dense linguistic
structure that must be contemplated, decompressed, and interpreted in relation to other layers of
the text in order to clarify its importance for the text as a whole, owing to the high linguistic
and semiotic concentration it carries, which endows it with the capacity to occupy this
significant position in critical studies. The nominal title is among the most important types of
titles in children’s poetry generally, and specifically in Suleiman Al-Issa’s Children’s Diwan,
because of the significance and impact that a proper name has on a child’s psyche at the levels
of knowledge and perception. A proper name is clear, well-known, and more commonly used
than other names, due to its presence in the child’s social and cultural sphere. Mentioning a
proper name in a poem brings a great deal of familiarity, warmth, and joy to the child’s visual
and mental perspective, whether the name has a historical or a contemporary presence.

Keywords: Semiotic phenomenon, children, knowledge, textual paratexts
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