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Enlightened Thinking and Its Relationship to Creative Leadership among
Department Heads in Private Universities and Colleges from the Perspective of
Teaching Staff

Muwafaq Kazem Mahdi Nasir
Center of the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
Abstract

The absence of enlightened thinking among department heads in private universities and colleges
signifies a failure to connect knowledge with reality and an inability to counter media misinformation,
as they lack logical analysis of events. Rapid changes occurring in lragi society in recent times have
imposed administrative challenges on university leadership, compounded by weak funding and
insufficient equipment—given that the primary objective is profit-oriented—which has collectively
contributed to a decline in creative standards. The present study aims to identify:

The level of enlightened thinking among department heads in private universities and colleges from
the perspective of teaching staff.

The level of creative leadership among department heads in private universities and colleges from the
perspective of teaching staff.

Statistically significant differences in enlightened thinking according to academic rank (Professor vs.
Assistant Professor).
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Statistically significant differences in creative leadership according to academic rank (Professor vs.
Assistant Professor).

The correlational relationship between enlightened thinking and creative leadership among
department heads in private universities and colleges from the perspective of teaching staff.

Employing a descriptive methodology, the study was confined to a sample of teaching staff selected
through stratified random sampling, comprising 100 instructors. The researcher developed an
enlightened thinking scale consisting of 27 items distributed across three domains: (cognitive, moral,
and decision-making). Additionally, a creative leadership scale was developed comprising 30 items
distributed across three domains: (creative vision, creative ability, and fostering creativity). The
psychometric properties of both scales were verified through face validity, content validity, construct
validity, and reliability using both test-retest and Cronbach's alpha methods. The study yielded the
following findings:

Department heads in private universities and colleges demonstrate a high level of enlightened
thinking.

The level of creative leadership among department heads in private universities and colleges was
found to be low or below the required standard.

Department heads holding the rank of Professor exhibit higher levels of enlightened thinking
compared to those holding the rank of Assistant Professor.

Department heads holding the rank of Professor possess a relatively higher level of creative leadership
compared to those holding the rank of Assistant Professor; however, this remains within the overall
low range of creative leadership.

A positive correlation exists between enlightened thinking and creative leadership; nevertheless, the
elevated level of enlightened thinking contrasts with the overall low level of creative leadership
revealed by the study's findings.

In light of these results, the researcher proposed a number of conclusions, recommendations, and
suggestions.

Keywords: Enlightened thinking, creative leadership, department heads, universities, private
colleges.
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