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Population Ageing Indicators in Iraq (1977-2024): A
Demographic Analysis.
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Abstract

his research addresses the population aging phenomenon in Iraq as one of the
Toutcomes of the contemporary demographic transition, aiming to analyze the
quantitative and qualitative directions for the age categories (65 years and above)
from 1977 until 2024. The results, based on the descriptive analytical approach,
revealed a continuous increase in the size of the elderly population as the category
(65-69 years) rose from 155 thousand people in the year 1977 to more than 645
thousand people in 2024. The study recorded a significant acceleration in growth
rates, as it reached the climax for the category (70-74 years) with 5.7% in 2024, and
the indicators also showed a transition in the population age structure with aging
index rising from 8.2% in 1977 to 10.2 % in 2024. They also showed an increase
in age dependency ratio to reach 6.1% in 2024 reflecting a rise of the median age
(which reached its climax in Sulaymaniyah with 27 years old), development of life
expectancy at birth which reached 73 years in 2024, in addition to an enhancement
in survival levels. The research concludes that Iraq will enter the aging period in the
coming decades, especially with the increase in the higher age categories (80 years
and above), which necessitates preemptive policies to confront future dependency

pressures and meet long-term healthcare needs.

Keywords: demographic transition, elderly categories, population aging
index, median age index, dependency index, life expectancy index
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