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Abstract
The study examines the concept of the “living text” in Badr Shakir al-Sayyab’s poem
Rain Song from a critical perspective that re-reads the text through diverse critical
approaches, including the historical, semiotic, deconstructive, and cultural methods.
The historical reading begins by linking the poetic images to the historical reality of
Iraq, where rain and harvest become testimonies to a distressed reality. The semiotic
reading reveals that the sign functions within a network of meanings that can only be
understood through their interrelations. The images of the locusts, crows, and the
child thus perform symbolic roles that transcend their immediate referential meanings.
The deconstructive approach exposes the collapse of traditional binaries: rain no
longer leads to fertility, and harvest no longer results in satiation. Here, the
conventional link between cause and effect is dismantled. As for cultural criticism, it
uncovers the presence of authority and the implicit cultural system underlying the
poem’s conceptual structure. Repetition and circular structure further deepen the sense
of futility. Accordingly, it becomes clear that with each reading, the text rediscovers

itself and is reborn anew. In this sense, the text remains within the circularity of life,
and it is “alive” through the multiplicity of renewed meanings
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