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Sacrifice Zones and Environmental Resistance in Postcolonial
Societies: The Production of Environmental Memory on the
Margins through the “Manich Msab” Movement in Agareb.

Dr. Bouthaina Boualaqi
Prof. Dr. Moncef Ghabsi

Abstract

The city of AGareb, a suburb located aproximately twenty kilometers south
of Sfax has witnessed one of the most prominent forms of environmental
resistance in the past decade, embodied in the “Manish Amseb” movement,
which emerged in opposition to the reopening of the EI Gonna waste dump.
This movement is notable for its popular character and its ability to mobilize
collective environmental awareness that goes beyond temporary sectoral
demands, challenging public environmental policies that reproduce spatial
inequalities and environmental harm, and reinforcing the logic of “sacrifice
zones” in post-colonial societies. This study is structured around four
interconnected axes, reflecting its research orientations:

1. Sacrifice zones and representations of environmental harm: This axis
examines how ongoing environmental and social marginalization shapes
residents’ perceptions of environmental damage, as expressed in verbal
slogans such as “Manish Amseb,” which reflect the population’s sense of
humiliation and exclusion.

2. Development of collective awareness and protest: This axis explores how
residents cultivate a collective awareness of environmental harm through
various forms of protest, including awareness campaigns and public art, in
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order to strengthen local solidarity and build a collective memory of resistance.

3. Symbols and slogans as tools of resistance: This axis analyzes drawings
and verbal slogans, including the slogan “Aa’. Ba’ Hajar,” highlighting how
these symbols reflect environmental demands and transform protest actions
into a symbolic and collective discourse.

4. Protest practices and the production of environmental memory: This axis
investigates how protest practices contribute to reshaping the relationship
between residents, space, and authority, asserting their right to live in a safe
environment within a post-colonial context. This research is situated at the
intersection of two theoretical approaches: Social representations theory, which
helps explain how collective meaning is produced; Social semiotics, which
allows for the analysis of symbols and their dense meanings within cultural
and political contexts. The study aims to demonstrate that environmental
resistance in Akareb is not merely a technical demand but a social and
collective action that reshapes the relationship with space, authority, and
dignity from within the margins. It highlights the role of symbols, imagery,
and representation in producing sustainable protest practices in post-colonial
societies.

Keywords: Environmental resistance, protest, sacrifice zones, social
representations, social semiotics, Manish Amseb.”
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