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Abstract:

This study explores the poetic text of the pre-Islamic era and the symbolic
mindset reflected in the Mu‘allagat, aiming to elucidate how poetry
benefited from the prevailing artistic forms in its general development and
in the emergence of visual poetry in particular. The research seeks to
uncover the transformations that affected the imagined/visual poetic text
from its inception to its artistic completion in the visual form attained by
poetic composition during the Jahiliyyah period, as exemplified by the
Mu‘allagat (vertical visual representation). This serves as the entry point
for a study concerned with revealing the visuality of vertical representation

in poetry during the earliest stages of Arabic literary creativity. The central

dialectic of the research rests on the capacity of the Arab intellect in the
Jahiliyyah era to translate mental conceptions—rooted in accumulated
knowledge and lived experiences—into poetic composition. This process
drew upon their perceptions and observations of the dominant artistic
expressions of their time, employing the nature of these perceptions and
the mechanisms of their reception to visually embody poetry, with

particular emphasis on the Mu‘allagat.
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