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Abstract :

This study aims to understand the nature of the relationship between the growth of Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and the unemployment rate, and to verify the validity of Okun’s Law in
the Iragi economy during the period 2004—2024. The research employs a model to test the
validity of Okun’s Law in the short run. The findings confirm the applicability of Okun’s Law by
demonstrating an inverse relationship between GDP growth and unemployment in Iraq during
the study period. The empirical results show that the Okun coefficient in the Iraqi economy

reached (-3.72), according to the gap model .

The study recommends the necessity of developing the labor market and enhancing employment
policies, as well as aligning educational outputs with the needs of productive sectors, to ensure

sustainable economic growth capable of generating stable and long-term job opportunities.

Keywords: Unemployment, Economic Growth, Okun'’s Law
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e lielanll sis Sl uby (e L balasll o Ladl duazeig Jlszetll Jlas cilelyz] Jady §lall
2022 ale @ il Ky olamYl cosle @ (32022024002 5 pall). Wlkhdl =¥
e Aawgilly Spiall aylidl pead Glall S clidl Lsyle G claldl 2 (%15.50) by
2023 czma). Aladl Bead Jolas 3 ealy B Jos poyd 3l I 6ol @) ¥ ccoyanlly Lgell
sl e (%15.50),(%15.40),cuibs Aladl c¥oae conasil (2024-2023) creladl 3 Lel, (759 :
by Jeadl glhall e slaie¥ly Joadl Gour cilalisly euladdl cldlate on 38050) pie Azl
ple @ (%8.00)L ssiun ol cilzmuy (11.24285714) el Jloz| lasogta aly 3) (2s Lkl ol izl

2021 ale 3 (%16.20)L] s Jel52012

& 8Ll oy Gleall Jeall G o> gluadl I ool Aolall 8940l 3 (puddl g las¥! o L1 55
liag clladl Jlea) glas)l ) ol gl ¥ colandd) sue 8ol oo el deadl (e cndbolall sue
Jes soyd pdsT e Blyall slazs ¥l 5,05 § LiSa lanss (uSay
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(2024-2004) 5l 31 yall 3Lazs¥l 3 WUl c¥une puglas (1) Join

%ladl Lowid onlloladl e otlaaddl sae Alolall 3431
[CPORI) [CPORI) [(CPORI) Sl gl
4) 3) () (1)

8.70 573832 6021933 6595764 2004
8.60 586203 6230106 6816308 2005
8.40 578848 6312196 6891044 2006
8.60 590075 6271259 6861334 2007
8.50 596040 6416196 7012236 2008
8.40 611983 6673527 7285510 2009
8.30 624963 6904708 7529671 2010
8.20 639151 7155370 7794521 2011
8.00 651609 7493506 8145115 2012
9.20 806144 7956292 8762436 2013
10.60 987631 8329642 9317273 2014
10.80 1040988 8597787 9638775 2015
10.80 1074275 8872718 9946993 2016
13.00 1291187 8641018 9932205 2017
13.50 1376671 8820890 10197561 2018
14.10 1472001 8967723 10439724 2019
15.80 1625015 8659891 10284906 2020
16.20 1714128 8866909 10581037 2021
15.50 1755535 9570500 11326035 2022
15.40 1799534 9885749 11685283 2023
15.50 1861268 10146913 12008181 2024

11.24285714 1059861 7942611 9002472 Josgiiy

https://data.worldbank.org/country/iraq H}Ll e 7w 2025, Al bl 2asl &l diga, L:b.dl cld =T yalall
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100%(alalall 3511 /2lall Juae ) A Aslall J1 Tsliieol 22U Jid oy calboladl suie 7l ysetl @3-
(odloladl e —alolall 5gal1) :as¥ Aslall JI Tsliel 2Ll Jid oo cnlizad] sue ¢ lysetul @5 -z
(2024-2004) Bidetall §1 il ( (5 luiid| Guomid| 5ol : il

3e gobatd ¥l sarll ulidy delns 3 Aoaseiadl Asslad) @l a5l 300 e Jle¥! el il g iy
Jdae ydse I (o 51,80 2eald, Il Sotun oo pay ) cglogl J5ull Soiun (ruuns e Sy
el oo 2elaall Aagall Jiay o) Jlea¥! el bl g pdag «Jlaad ol bl (oo 3,801 o
O § obaidY il e Jaud @l i Hhatl el sgais galmid¥ els¥ fruses ) cloazlls
bl Bl s (222:202000051). 22 Y 8yusll (slissly sadl 3bls e Tdse day danlys
2004 sle § 193 Oelo (36638.237) 0 pisyl 3 <(2024-2004) sell Usgmele skt 31all § Jlez)!
el Jzawy (%10.7) 2wl 5k LS saill June alig 2024 sle § Moo Gaele (277506.592) )
) 505 Jeae (33192008 sle (3 T¥9s Gsule (131622.851) dagdng (%48.2) Jlaz¥! bl milill a5 Joas
el ) § U goele Lolass) 2009 ple aitg . 20155Le § 17993 Ogale (163597.455)20sds9(%27.0
dlels azmg (151 Ak cdla sas Juaesg 1993 Osale (111659.989) ) soluedl plally 5ylan Jlezl
glasll el e Tl ol Lo (Lilgo Lol jlawd anlys J) coal @1 laall ol ael culpelas
B Jasxily (229:202504b 9 Gaaladl (5) 25Lad¥ clelhaall 3L Jodad o8l disly sl
cNaaay Mes Osede( 163597.455).(224185.737) 4L, 3| (2015-2014)celall IM5 Jlez¥! el
4y Lpaelead) g Lag¥ sa05 J) (olasi¥) cld azpsg (Jlsill e (%-27.0)(%-4.4) adlus gl
G dla J) of Lea il aalaill § Glall clladlns e o)l Shels dais ylagu e Sliad
oolazi¥l ISy anLadl oo dpdall Judanis clyletiad) azlyig coillaslaell ells § galazs¥l Llsdll
Gl 2latd¥! 0580 Woull Zolall sl e il S (ool gl 2dldl Ll jlasd @
bl @l sole @3 (647 2025.cmlio 5 agls) daadl clysball e JolSIl did S dainy
Lig)sS amile ) a2y (181228.165) dasdy 9 (%-21.9) 503 Jiassg 2020 ple § (slas¥ Jlaa)!
4olaidY! dadid¥ e paall Cadgs ) ol dmimy Lolaidl slal @ld 2205 eyl clSa &I
ez el bl e clld Sl a8y 2dlall Laadl jlasd (olasily gilsell (ol Jidaais 5Ll
Gl Bl e 5,801 cas Tawgia Ll (439:2022. iladl). @lpadl solard¥ el e auly JSCh 319
of J1 2004 ale Tdgs Call (1328.917) 50 pdsy) s Zulyudl Bue S5 (bgoele gkt s odd Jlez)!
Loegio dg Auolydl Bl LassreS T¥es (411(4668.20181)41:52024 sle T¥93 (a11(6027.511) Juosy
(-18.2)cdles 505 Jacsg (3715.807) s 13] 2009 le § Loslassil Jlaa¥ el wlidl (o 3,801 s
Blawl § laaill Hlawly Slinlo e il G Adlall AW Aa¥l clielas J) 213§ caw 3ga19
ded Lol ¥t el bl olassl JWby dudaasll olaln)) palasl (e ouSail Lea 2llall

58



2026...0 55> - (.0ogilatlly galatl..)suall(. (g yiatly LI ) oleel| /23 Liazd ¥ aglall Ales

)«(6133.673)aLs 3| Lslassl 2016-2014 wlgid! § Jlea¥! ekl bl (o 3,801 caias lasogta
(Jlstll e (+1.2)0(-28.9)(-7.7)adle gai =¥ uaasg ((4302.716).(4355.630

(2024-2004 ) 5eld 3yl 3 3,801 s L ogtag Jao¥ bl lill(2) Joas

sed Juas
Lgia 3yall cugas b wgio O % GDP gas June GDP * gl
spill cami | (Sopal o i) (R i) (Kol o3 i9ule)

%

- 1328.917 27.57 - 36638.237 2004
326 1762.567 28.40 36.6 50056.909 2005
29.2 2277.483 28.61 30.2 65158.797 2006
373 3128.193 28.39 36.3 88809.413 2007
45.2 4543.419 28.97 48.2 131622.851 2008
-18.2 3715.807 30.05 -15.1 111659.989 2009
23.8 4600.989 31.04 27.9 142814.70 2010
255 5775.798 32.16 30.1 185749.664 2011
121 6479.410 33.65 17.4 218032.153 2012

26 6650.728 35.28 7.6 234637.675 2013

7.7 6133.673 36.55 -4.4 224185.737 2014
-28.9 4355.630 37.56 -27.0 163597.455 2015

-1.2 4302.716 38.46 112 165482.472 2016

10.0 4736.174 39.33 126 186273.706 2017

18.5 5613.071 40.26 213 225982.247 2018

0.3 5634.024 41.19 2.7 232065.436 2019
-23.6 4303.685 4211 -21.9 181228.165 2020

1.2 4789.160 43.07 13.8 206269.054 2021

243 5953.545 44.07 27.2 262372.707 2022

-0.5 5919.738 45.07 1.7 266802.597 2023

1.8 6027.511 46.04 4.0 277506.592 2024
%9.7 4668.20181 36.08714286 %13.40631579 174140.3122 Lgia

%10.7 S gaddl Juae
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2023-2022,2019,2016- Zgiad! 2ilas™ e gazmll ¢ Auagall Sllucll ¢ slashl GS 5Ll ¢ Ladazall 5159 -1 2ysball
2014,2013-2012

A00* ald¥) A / oled¥! e -5, ikl e 25 il e 3Leze¥U 2L 18 0 sraidl Jotas 2ol @3-
Ol sue / Jlea¥ el sl 45 Bipal) e slore¥ly 2oLl 48 (0 3,8l caim Laogo 7yl @3-

plasialy @hall G el by e Talazel (Ko ¥oadl 31 @l jloall ce a1 Jogoes o3*
Jj\..,\.‘;]b Jj..,\.ﬂ;_” |da L} Z\.E.il.w.“ Q\}ij\ Y Liw Jﬁ ‘.SJ_Q.ZZ u-“-ﬁjﬁ (S 9ttt _!a_u}us u—uLmY\ J)AJ\ R

AasM|

50 2020 sladl § O ¥ alaxi¥ly Aula Giels cllae albelws J) cUd § caad) ssa9
Sl (olassl Aielly xgaill Besall cuwn (-23.6) bl gai Juaas 5 (4303.685) ) adss!
LigysS g mld HLadlg sl

(2024-2004) Sudeguld §! il ‘"j S| Gutmid 19 ol | o Nl | e | el el | |

GAP MODEL 5l Zagui :¥g

(440:2027. Agag Aygs ) A A1) Lol 892all 7 3503 A5 Lig

GDPL—GDPx _ 5 (UNt — UN x)
GDPx*
1Ol G
GDPt — GDP *
Wl §gmb =
e GDP x

Azl JleaY! el mldl = GDPE
Jaizll Jlea¥ el wslidl = GDP *
Ul 3928 = UNt — UN =
Saall Wladl Juae = UNE

el D dl Juse = UN *
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Ulal 552 § lpdll bl 9zd Boleiwl g ¢ Syl Jolaw = &

Jier Jezell glilly ((Jetzelly Gasasd! el bl o @yall ) - @l 5amd ol z3gaill 14 ady
Joaay By dllg Wl e oY asdl ol ) JolS) cagds gl Al § daimes (Son @il (gl
5 Lo Bale. (abally Jaall gl June o Gyall ) Aladl 928 3 Auckeo Al - agdall Al
Ulall el Jaall (e ST Jaall DUl Jae 05 @3 (09 « Jeizell @bl (e JBI aga) gl
Wslall sda (o 53late (1aSig, Adleo igzmall ot A8Mall uuds (1 (0) (Sl Jolae Aayd (158G 11ig ¢
(152023 « g5lid ). Wladl (o cnae Ssien e Aaz bl @l § 5)lucddl 2dyaa Las ke e (Say 4ils
bl ) g Jaal Dglus 0550 oF o Gauasd) bl @l ges June of 283Mall oda gad LS
bl L 0eSG o s Dl Juas (0 el (L8 @3 o9 « Dl d coll Juas e blasell Jozxl
Aoladl 3oall ulen) 4301 walgall g § S, adl i o3 (oag ¢ Jwiell el Ll oo AST Lagizell
Uslall § 59mall 2350 Alyo dole) LSy SN Loliall o3ty (152021 ¢ yuaiy L ) . 51501

as¥ il

GDPGAP =y — S§(UNGAP) + £

1308 ¢ 2l 28May (UNGAP ) Wlladis5i9 . (GDPGAP ) gl 35228 cp 2390l 1a Lo
LI (olassl I @asew (L ge Ul 5928 ) apdadl Al Juae oo 4ST aall Al Juae oo
seilly JSI bt 2Ll el (Al b 852 ) Jazell mlll Ssiun oo Asdntl el

L_,S;b/‘ﬂ.\jjl.m b 31yl L? bgzall C.S}cjﬁu\.&.ﬂj e oSally c cadsgilly ‘"5.)[44.‘1534

GDP GAP il 28 uuas-1

DAL Aslall § sl By oye eatll (S
GDPt — GDP *

GDPGAP =
CDP » X 100

33Uy ezl @l / Jezmll el milidly Gauased) dedl ) o 3ol GDPGAP gl 858 qad
Al 3528 0585 ol (GDPE > GDP #) o5 31 &z ga 89228 0555 o)) Lal : ¥l | 250 il Bged
35 (GDPt = GDP *) o§131 yaall &oglus 33zall 055 5l (GDPt < GDP ) (K13
6250 A3 oo Sl ey cadagally (oLatd ¥l gaill ramiy JSIN Clladl § g lasyl J) Jo¥ Jleas!
soidl Ao o § ¢ aubbgilly goliaid¥ gaill § ol o (g SN lladl s lasest ) GL) Jleas)
B 5205 Gr9mall (1o 05Ky ¢ @lil) Bozmd yads (o yady . S Jlais¥l § Ll cardssally oliazd ]
wasiaig Hodrick Prescott Filter duas Jorsell mildl paand aluswa daila Gyl (s « Joixll
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(Ct) 591 ooy (1) slas¥1 (po 095 (GDPY) il Jlom¥! doedl il Al ol (HLP.F) das
(111:2013. goraaad ):5Y Aslall (335

GDPt = ut + Ct

DAY Ll dses uJ s g

(T T-1

";lt" ; Ci + A;[AZM +1]2

« (GDPt) dyia 3l Aadaald slei! s 5y T (1) Bl Al ypand st oMlel iglud¥l ()

Lol clasye poazme 35440 pansey gl () C ) goodl Laaill Silanye panmme Julds 3ol oo cllig

(H.P.F) 2285 slaieloy . slas¥) (980 s cpiet] soieiad Zedae A of Lele « (U AZut]| o
(1) Giled! JSad19(3) gzl (@ Al Joell bl juuss @il (e bilas aas

(@9 § disge LSy 3lyadl slaid¥l § mildl 5ezd paan Led clld dayg
45 alasiwly @l @ Jeasll @bl 5uas:(3)Jgus

2024-2004 &lgiwd! Hodrick Prescott Filter

(Y95 G94le)

Jezxd| GDP gl
64620.8 2004
73637.2 2005
82708.4 2006
91857.5 2007

101026.5 2008
101026.5 2009
119070.2 2010
127734.0 2011
135938.1 2012
143445.0 2013
150052.3 2014
155623.7 2015
160028.9 2016
163124.2 2017
164921.6 2018
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165525.3 2019
165159.6 2020
164260.5 2021
163254.1 2022
162283.7 2023
161326.5 2024

E-Viws13 maliy sbexe¥l &Ll Joe (01 yall

2024-2004 &l giaeld 3lyall § (H.P.F) 385 ol useraly Jazeel | bl poaas:(1) JS&

Hodrick-Prescott Filter (lambda=100)

30,000
20,000
10,000

-10,000
-20,000

-30,000
04 06 08

10 12 14 16

—— GDP Trend

18 20

Cycle

22 24

200,000

160,000

120,000

80,000

40,000

E-Viws13 zeliys slexe¥l &Ll Joe (301 ouall

(2024-2004) &l giald 31yall 3 bl Boamd uuds:(4)Joun

bl 88 Jatzelly i) on @il | Jersmll @il | Gasdsd! ol gl | clgied|
GAP=(GDPt-GDP*)/ GDP* (GDPt — GDP¥) (GDP¥) (GDPY)
8.46 5472.2 64620.8 70093.0 2004
427 -3146.2 73637.2 70491.0 2005
-9.84 81413 82708.4 74567.1 2006
-3.31 -3048.1 91857.5 88809.4 2007
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0.08 85.4 101026.5 101111.9 2008
5.50 55571 101026.5 106583.6 2009
-4.75 -5662.5 119070.2 113407.7 2010
-4.51 -5768.1 127734.0 121965.9 2011
2.57 3502.3 135938.1 139440.4 2012
4.62 66332.3 143445.0 150077.3 2013
0.38 580.2 150052.3 150632.5 2014
-0.85 -1324.3 155623.7 154299.4 2015
9.71 15544.3 160028.9 175573.2 2016
5.67 9254 163124.2 172378.2 2017
7.27 11996.8 164921.6 176918.4 2018
12.77 21148 165525.3 186673.3 2019
-0.57 -955.8 165159.6 164203.8 2020
-17.23 -28304 164260.5 135956.5 2021
-10.16 -16594.1 163254.1 146660.0 2022
0.58 949.7 162283.7 163233.4 2023
0.82 1323.4 161326.5 162649.9 2024
0.14 3276.252381 134124.981 134558.3762 Lowgia
Dyl

1y (2024-2004) il Bgiadl 2slas¥l de ozl ¢ slasd @S,41 5Ll o Taidaseal 55059 -

(3)dsu> e Tolezel Jazsell mslill -

L B (o cuds> | il Bgmdy Joaell milidly audodl mldl o 3,811 -

L st (del caly 3] ¢ cmslly CILdl o Aulanag Apdpine bl Bgmd o odlel Jguzll ope Lasdly
Lagdall ) el G ) 392y Lanyg « 2021 aladl § (-17.23) LJ sia Gisly 2004 ale § (8.46)
Loaidl el s o Llas s ) adaasll claly¥ e boyall salazely §loall slazd 4]l
Gloadl sLaidY! § wlll Bsmdy Jetxlly Gadmll Aeell mlidl sbiol JSA) s gsg - allal Blsud!
2024-20045 10
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2l 8 a5 Jainal) il s adall Jea¥) sl gl (2)- J<a
2024-2004 <) sidl 3l )l b

200000

150000 \/

100000

50000

Joazdl wlily e sbeae¥l LW Jae oo JSET1: Huuall
Employment GAP WUaJl 5428 ,045-2
el (Sasg e UN* aedall a1 Juaeg UNE aall a1 Juas ot Gl (e 8ylee Aa 1 8928
s bl § Lee

Employment GAP = UNt — UN *
& Blus Gisas ] 6359 ¢ redall Juall oo AST Al Juase g lasyl gaa (UNE 2UN¥) o 1508
Al 6259 « el Juall (o sl Al Juae (olasest gay (UNE<SUN¥) col 131 Lol ¢ sl 8ot

¢ puall Wladl Jase jpuan Jiesy « ol 3gmd puand lia qldl 1a¥ly . duzge b Bgmd Sigu>

Jeas oot Jasys &1 el (psd)) Dslall ualed dxin A85e (o bl Wl Juns 13uas (Sayl
2 Aslall 3 LeS Al qiegasl]

INFt — INFt—1=m+ wUN + ¢
AINF = — wUN + ¢

‘ pﬁ;¢;lu 2;4¢L\Jgé aJUQéj‘LLLZA(JE l;yﬁtéjjlcﬁg}llj\)jﬁzl‘quléé = e Uslall sda Al
Juae o) Lesg ¢ peaddl Juae @ g lasyl Al 086 ¥ (adsiag yatue Allbdl Juas oS Lidie Sy
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&l ¢ pratll c¥une plas) ade ol Hldtwl wie Jadll DWlhdl Juas e sle ga bl Alall
Dbl Al June oL diles . (AINF = 0) 065 Loie

T
UN x = ——
w

Jurag a5 paieS (0sSs gl UN il dlins (he 6531 2asday agdal) el Joss yaids Sy -
A Aslall 3 LS Lee paddl oSy Jatun paieS GDP eyl el bl gl

UN= p— @GDP + ¢
sisall Liglus GDP e 3585 boaie (adadl WUadl Jons Jia3: 0 o) 3)
JolSO o geiad!) A a1 AST) Aplas) datiad A4aga 89 Aaplantl bl yull @lans o) -
(%4 )gi.yla.l\ U Jl Jaase o G lee (%96)

2Ly Laslatel i Uiy palad) Dl June puoidnd 255 AST ( ualed (dmie) 51 Aslall s
OLS (syaall ol &yl 5,08l Lusled omio slas o Lesdy . (%4) Bl Aol o Zmalil
ZMJLC).U‘ bunl

pINF = 80.89971 — 30.06343LNUN
t-Statistic 1110104  -9.896704
Prob.  0.00000 0.00000
R2=0.278621 Prob.(F-Statistic)=0.00000
Y kel Ala ) Juns yaaas (o Say kel Aalall ) olid

80.9971
= ————=
—30.06343

Ul e (%4) 2 8,5l 2SI L) (0 2yB (2 (3%) Loyas 3l,all § el Aladl Jare o g
LSy (%2.69) s (el Aol Jtne a5 ay lha ) 5zt 4ot LilSaly ¥l . JolSI ol ez

—2.69

sl Jouztl EEETV
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(2024-2004) clgied! 3lyall § Aladl 3923 (5)Jgomll

UNt — 2l I 542 el Wl Jume | UNE aall el June Sl giad|
6.01 2.69 8.70 2004
5.91 2.69 8.60 2005
5.71 2.69 8.40 2006
6.91 2.69 8.60 2007
5.81 2.69 8.50 2008
5.71 2.69 8.40 2009
5.61 2.69 8.30 2010
5.51 2.69 8.20 2011
5.31 2.69 8.00 2012
6.51 2.69 9.20 2013
7.91 2.69 10.60 2014
8.11 2.69 10.80 2015
8.11 2.69 10.80 2016

10.31 2.69 13.00 2017
10.81 2.69 13.50 2018
11.41 2.69 1410 2019
13.11 2.69 15.80 2020
13.51 2.69 16.20 2021
12.81 2.69 15.50 2022
12.71 2.69 15.40 2023
12.81 2.69 15.50 2024
8.60 2.69 11.24 2024-)50l  Lawgie

(1)Jgazed! e Ialezel aal) Al Jotas - sl

s Ll L (e pad Al 35zedg apdall Al Juae -

el Jaall e 281 el Dlad) Juse 07 Gy Les 2uzgn Wlal) B9 () Dol Jouzd! (o Lasdly
13 Lizeoly LS Byl olginn plane § Adlaad) bl S9zmd sy Lo ¢ Buolyull il gie SIS WU l)
- @lyall slazaY! § WUl 52y apdally Jaall Ul Jone g s (3) Uil Las!
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Gloall b Al 5 gady aplally ladll Adad) Jaxs ((3)- JSG
2024-2004 & sull

18
16
14
12
10

o N B OO

(5)dguz e lolezel Ll Joe (0t yiall
5‘9_?-_&_” C.}j—ﬂ.’ as-3
P JYEg Bozmall 7 3gad ypuds (W LilSaly « Al By milill Bod (oo S Liyud ) ay
GDPGAP =y — §(UNGAP) + £

alad Jo¥ ol (e Buiell Bull Jadd &ypd ) Bgie (oo lled) dsgomty Liad (SO1 oluall (1,2
-Baalie (252) olualad) sus ool elldsg « 2024 alall (o e SNy il G5 2004

Unit Root Test u>gll yd olyLas| -
S Bezmay Alianlly Bezall z3gad Slpial nexl) Judlad) &lianal Hlasl Jies Jo¥1 sslasll
O ~outded HLaslg sshall JJed (Koo slas! alusial ¢ Jatue adaeS Uladl 5gzdg ali pameS
tobiol ordgamd! (3 inse LSy . Libias| Jgrde gyt o)lacly Jadd %5 Ligias Satuss
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value
test- statistic -2.655 -2.002 -1.586 | -15.942 | -15.944 | -15.779 1(1)
Prob. 0.083 0.596 0.972 0.000 0.000 0.000
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