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Summary:

Witness testimony is considered essential evidence in
disciplinary investigations conducted against public officials, given its
role in uncovering the truth and forming the opinion of the competent
administrative authority. However, uncontrolled reliance on this
method may undermine the guarantees of public officials and cause
disciplinary administrative decisions to deviate from the principle of
legality. and cause disciplinary administrative decisions to deviate
from the principle of legality. This research aims to study the
admissibility of witness testimony in disciplinary investigations under
Iragi administrative law, clarify its legal conditions and limitations,
and examine its impact on the legality of disciplinary decisions
through an analysis of legal texts and judicial precedents. It concludes
that more precise controls are needed to regulate the hearing of
witnesses and the assessment of their testimony, in order to strike a
balance between the interests of the administration and the guarantees
of employees. He also concluded that codifying the admissibility of
witness testimony in administrative investigations is an urgent
legislative necessity, not only to ensure the proper functioning of
public services, but also to establish the rule of law, protect
employment rights, and achieve procedural justice, which is the
essence of the disciplinary system in a modern legal state. Given the
nature of employment violations, which are often committed verbally
or behaviorally without leaving a written trace, the importance of this
method cannot be separated from the legal issues it raises, particularly
with regard to its admissibility and the conditions for its use.
Through legislative analysis, the research has shown that the amended
Law No. (14) of 1991 on the Discipline of State and Public Sector
Employees does not include detailed regulations on witness testimony
in administrative investigations, contenting itself with a general
framework that leaves the authority to assess the means of evidence to
the administrative authority. This legislative shortcoming has led to
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disparities in practical application and opened the door to varying
administrative interpretations. In light of the above, the research
concluded that the issue
Keywords: Disciplinary investigation, evidentiary value, witness
testimony, principle of legality, public employee.
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