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Abstract:

Appeals are a fundamental guarantee for the accused, as the law grants
them the right to appeal judgments and decisions issued by criminal courts
before the Courts of Cassation. The law empowers these courts to review
appeals against judicial rulings whenever a judgment is found to be flawed
by a violation of the law or a procedural error. This necessitates that the
accused know the court competent to hear the appeal and the legal
timeframe for filing it to avoid dismissal on procedural grounds. The
general principle is that appeals against judicial rulings are filed with the
Federal Court of Cassation. An exception to this general principle is that
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appeals are filed with the Federal Court of Appeal in its capacity as a court
of cassation, based on Resolution 104 of 1988. This resolution granted the
Federal Court of Appeal the powers of the Court of Cassation when
reviewing appeals against judgments issued by misdemeanor and juvenile
courts in misdemeanor cases. This aims to alleviate the burden on the Court
of Cassation and to facilitate the resolution of misdemeanor cases before
misdemeanor and juvenile courts when appealed to the Federal Courts of
Appeal, as they are geographically closest to the courts under their
jurisdiction.
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