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Clothing of the Crusaders (490-670 AH)

Dr. Saad Mahmood Maryosh Ali
Iragi Ministry of Education / Wasit Education Directorate
saad.mahmoud1105b@ircoedu.uobaghdad.edu.ig

Research Summary

This research provides a detailed study of Crusader attire during their presence in the
Levant (491 AH - 670 AH), highlighting how these garments reflected a cultural and social
phenomenon. The research reviews the social structure of Crusader society, which included
nobility, clergy, and the general populace, and examines how this stratification influenced the
nature of the clothing worn. Furthermore, the study illustrates how the Crusaders were
influenced by the climatic conditions and Eastern (Islamic) influences in their designs, as they
adopted loose-fitting clothing and lighter fabrics as an alternative to heavy European
garments. Additionally, the research analyzes the attire of knights and their military symbols,
the clothing of the clergy, and the significance of religious emblems (such as the cross), which
were not merely decorative but served as political and religious tools to reinforce identity and
legitimacy within the context of the "Holy War.

Keywords: Crusades Historical Clothing/Attire _ Social Structure _ Crusader Knights_
Religious and Political Identity _ The Levant
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