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Abstract

The novel "Al-Zayni Barakat" by the Egyptian writer Gamal El-Ghitani is a historical novel
that utilizes the historical values of the characters he invokes. These characters appeared in
Egyptian literature during the Mamluk era. From this point, narrative criticism begins, accelerating
its pace in an effort to keep up with the contemporary novel and the developments it has undergone
in its internal structure and narrative techniques. Narrative criticism, therefore, has to keep pace
with this development. I will focus on one of the contemporary novels to select a specific part of it.

narrator was the subject of this study, as he constituted a great importance in the narrative
structure of the novel, being one of the narrative techniques employed by authors to be an effective
element in constructing the narrative. I deemed it appropriate, in accordance with the nature of the
subject, that the narrator should be of two types after we had laid the groundwork for the study on
the nature of the narrator in narrative studies and the opinions of critics. The first section came
under the title (narrative vision), and by it we meant — i.e., the patterns — the way in which the
narrator presents his narrative to us and presents it to us. The second section came under the title
(functions of the narrator), i.e., the tasks assigned to him.

Keywords : The Narrator, a novel by Al-Zayni Barakat, by Gamal El-Ghitani
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