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We have in Avesta, old and late, the presence of people, who oppose the new Iranian party, and who
correspond, at least as to the chief name of their deity, to the Indians rather than to the Iranians, for they were
termed Daeva worshippers in reprobation. First they are seen in the Gathic Avesta as deadly foes of the
Zoroastrians, then later as a beaten fragment left behind by their disappearing fellow-countrymen, as a servile
class. So, backward and northward we trace the scattered throngs of tribes named Aryan, till we come up what
may have been a quasi-description of the primeval home itself (for all of them, as of all of the Aryans)
(Lawrence Mills, 1913: 71).
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I think it likely that Zarathustra intentionally took up Aryan mythus ... Zarathustra took out of the

popular religion the animistic idea possessed by every creation of Ahura, and drew from it what suited him
(Moulten, 1972:93).
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Music and Songs at Yezidi Religion

Dlawer Mustafa Muhammad Hangaw Anwar Muhammad
College of Fine Arts - Music Department / Salahaddin University-Erbil
dlawer.muhammad@su.edu.krd hangaw.mohammad@su.edu.krd
Abstract

The subject of this research concerns the Yazidi religion (as part of this research) as a religious component due
to its interaction with other religions as a religious phenomenon of particular origin that has not changed in any
form. The other part of this research includes the role and status of music and songs in the Yazidi religion, which
are used in religious ceremonies and social- cultural events.

The methodology of the research and its procedures includes a field study to collect information about music,
religious songs, documents and religious texts that illustrate the role and status of music and songs. For this
purpose, procedures were carried out to gather the necessary information through direct observation and
interviews with informants and experienced people.

The problem of research lies in the resources that were written about Yezidis by Muslim Arab writers who
repeatedly tried to consider Yezidi as part of Arab nation and Yezidi religion as (apostates from Islam). On the
other hand, there are some resources written by the Yezidis themselves, they state that the origin of the yezidi
religion is of Sumerian, Zoroastrian and mithraic origins, in addition to that is the lack of written texts, some of
them were preserved and transmitted orally from generation to generation. And the problem of not identifying
the existence of research or look for historical effects of housing to reveal the hidden aspects that occurred to this
religion.

Objectives: First: to reveal the roots and origins of the Yezidi religion and its relation to other religions.

Second: to reveal the role and status of Yezidi music and songs in religious rituals and social-cultural events.

The conclusions: With regard to the first objective on the origins and roots of the religion mentioned above, it
evolves different views, some of which are Arab Islamic opinions that states the Yezidi religion is taken from the
Islamic beliefs after the change by some of the most prominent figures (Sheikh Hadi). In turns, some of them
belief that yezidies separated from the leader (Yazid bin Muawiyah) in Islam. On the other hand, other opinions
were raised by the Kurdish writers who consider the Yezidis to have an absolute pure Kurdish character.

As for the second goal, the field study concluded that Yezidi music and songs have a very important role in
religious ceremonies and other social and cultural events, namely the two musical instruments (daf and shabab)
as sacred instruments used in religious rituals and socio- cultural events.

Keywords: Yezidi, origin, status, music, rituals.
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