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Conflict with the Other as a Cultural Framework in
Mahmoud Darwish and Shérko Békes
A Comparative Study

Kardina Hemn Hama Amin Ismail Ibrahim Mustafa
Arabic Language Department/ College of Languages/ University of Sulaimani

Abstract:

This study delves into the analysis of conflict with the Other as a cultural pattern in both Arab and
Kurdish cultures. We seek to identify this pattern in the poetry of both Mahmoud Darwish and Sherko
Bekas, and we compare its manifestations between the two poets to infer its strength in their respective
unconscious minds. In this study, we do not overlook aesthetic aspects in favor of cultural ones; rather, we
delve into aesthetics to explore cultural issues-specifically, the concepts, ways of thinking, and behaviors
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that culture imposes on its individuals, whether poets or others,the research problem lies in revealing how
the inherent pattern of conflict manifests in the poetic discourse of Mahmoud Darwish and Sherko Bekas,
considering it a reflection of a collective culture forged through shared human and historical experiences,
which have made conflict an integral part of individual and collective consciousness, in this research, we
endeavor to analyze the poems and uncover the manifestations of conflict with the Other within them,
utilizing the cultural criticism methodology as a fundamental basis for our interpretations, our analysis
draws upon the mechanisms of this methodology as tools for revealing the implicit patterns within the texts,
simultaneously taking into account the shared human experience between the two poets and the cultural
similarities between their societies, through our analyses, we concluded that conflict with the Other is not a
transient theme linked to a specific political or social phase, but rather a cultural pattern deeply rooted in
the intellectual and emotional fabric of both poets, this conflict stems from the collective cultural
unconscious of their peoples, where confronting injustice and hegemony becomes an intrinsic part of both
individual and national identity, we attribute the presence of this deeply entrenched cultural pattern in
Mahmoud Darwish and Sherko Bekas to a combination of intertwined historical, psychological, and
cultural factors, both poets belong to peoples who have endured persecution, oppression, and occupation,
which forged a deeply rooted collective experience vividly reflected in their poetic texts.

Keywords: Conflict, The Other, Cultural Criticism, Pattern.
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