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Active citizenship in the university environment — an analytical
study of organizational documents, curricula, and activities
DR. JAMEEL HAMID ATIYAH
Ministry of Education/ Open Educational College/Al-Karkh Study Centre

Abstract

This research aims to explore and analyze how the concept of "active

citizenship" is fostered within the university environment, given the
pivotal role of universities in shaping young people's awareness and
preparing them to be active members of their communities.
The research problem centers on the question of the extent to which
organizational documents, curricula, and extracurricular activities in
universities contribute to building and consolidating citizenship values
and practices among students. To answer this question, the research
sought to analyze university organizational documents, evaluate the
content of curricula, and study the impact of student activities on
developing civic skills.

The research employed a descriptive—analytical approach, examining
official documents, reviewing course descriptions, and monitoring
student activity reports.

The results revealed an emphasis on national values in the
university's vision and mission, but a gap in translating these values into
clear implementation policies. It was also observed that some courses
focus on national education, while others lack a connection between
their content and societal issues. Extracurricular activities appeared to
be the most fertile ground for practicing citizenship, yet participation in
them remains optional and limited.

Accordingly, the research recommends reviewing regulations to ensure
the implementation of policies that support citizenship and to integrate
its concepts across various courses rather than confining them to

specific subjects. It also suggests encouraging students to engage in
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community and volunteer activites and establishing effective
partnerships between the university and civil society organizations to
provide students with practical opportunities in community service.
Keywords: active citizenship, university environment, document
analysis
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