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Europeans’ interest in Arabs and orientalists’' opinions
Asst. prof. Dr.
Zuhair AL-Khawajah
Sheikh Al-Tusi University College

Abstract:

While modern Europe began to learn and showed some interest in
the language, religion and thought of the Arabs, how many
centuries have passed since the Islamic caliphate and the
expansion of its empire? Something that must be understood, but
that did not solve the Europeans and their realization of the Arab
superiority in civilization. This realization is a fantasy of European
contact with the Arabs in Spain, Sicily and the East in the era of
the Crusaders. The Europeans realized the Islamic religion by
force of arms is impossible, which led to a reconsideration of their

positions.
The Arabic books that were translated into Latin, the language of
science in Europe, were medical and scientific books. The

translator was a Tunisian who later became a monk in Dermont
Cassino after his apostasy from Islam and named him Constantine
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the African. He began his work as a translator around 1070 CE
until his death in 1087 CE.

Although the Latin translations told you the books were mired in
chaos and errors, because they became the beginning of activity
and the happiest nation for several centuries in the field of
translation, where Moon carried out his collection of knowledge
about the ancient world of Europeans and transferred to them
their discoveries and inventions that they added to those
knowledge.And the rest of the translation of books and sciences
was active until it stopped after discovering the names of
Europeans such as Copernicus Visa Leos Paracelos.

The most famous translator was Gerard of Cremona, who died in
1187. He did not translate the books of Hippocrates and Galen,
which in turn had been transferred into Arabic as in Arabic. They
are Ibn Sina’s Law of Medicine.

And ((Al-Tasrif)) by Al-Zahrawi, the last section of which is the
most famous research in surgery. These two books are of special
importance in the history of medicine

He was the first English orientalist (Adelard of Bath), who
completed the translation of tables in astronomy for Maslama al-
Majriti in 1926.

There was another motive for the Europeans’ interest in the
Arabic language, which is the religious motive. The Catholic
Church wanted to convert Muslims to Christianity and to link the
Eastern churches to Rome after its unification. For the idea of

(Peter the Galilee), Abbot of Cluny, who visited Spain in the year
1141 AD in the work of a church, so he had the opportunity to
observe the beginnings of the conflict between Christianity and
Islam, and that was during the rule of the Almohads in North
Africa. He concluded from his observations that armed force is not
useful in fighting Islam, but it is necessary to resort to scientific
reasoning by understanding the opponent. First, do not listen to
his arguments and arguments, and since the Qur’an is the first
reference for Muslims, Europeans must understand it. To achieve
this goal, Peter the Galilee commissioned an English monk named
(Robert of Ketlon, who was studying at that time Arabic
astronomy and mathematics in Spain, to translate the Qur’an into
Latin and give him the best gift. His translation was widely
accepted. Then it was followed by a translation The best of them
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was done by the researcher (Maraeei) in 1698. The translation of
the monk (Robert) was printed for the first time in 1543. This
reminds us of the fact that due to the fact that the invention of
Printing has slowly made its way to the Islamic countries. The
Qur'an was printed in Christian Europe centuries before it was
printed in the Islamic countries. He made the first edition
(Alessandro Pagonnini) in Venice between 1485-1499AD. During
the twelfth century, the first Arabic dictionaries appeared in
Europe, the Latin-Arabic lexicon Glosorium, and its author is
unknown. Perhaps it was issued with the help of the Church as
part of its missionary work Despite the record of Europe replete
with intellectual puritanism and religious expansion, in contrast
to the Muslims, it continued to refuse to recognize the great hand
of the Arabs over its civilization, ignoring and underestimating
their civilized role. ?

And based on this, through this research, what did the civilization
of Arabs and Muslims leave in Europe, as well as the outlines of
Arab history and Islamic society and the foundations laid by the
Arabs, as well as to the most important ways and methods
through which the Arab civilization influenced European
civilization, and how Europe, in turn, influenced Arab civilization..

And what will come in our research of the great Arab contribution
to the progress of human races and the integration of human
civilization ... and its proof will come in this research.
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