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Historical Study
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Abstract:

This research delves into the era of Imam Ali )peace be upon him) to Malik al-Ashtar< who
governed Egypt in 656 CE« and the Magna Carta¢ the English document established in 2015CE.
The study provides a comparative analysis of these two documents in the context of human rights
principles« their definitions¢ and the precedence in their drafting. Despite the substantial time gap
of 559 years between the two documents¢ Imam Ali’s covenant demonstrated that our Islamic
heritage precedes modern legislation by centuries in terms of human rights principles. Even though
the Magna Carta is considered the oldest human rights document and a constitutional landmark
in English history¢ the research compares the content of both documents¢ the perspectives and

opinions surrounding them.

Imam Ali’s covenant is regarded as the result of the genius of one individual< Imam Ali< who
aimed to establish an Islamic government in Egypt. He embodied this vision through his justice«
equality for all¢ and the laws he enacted and applied during his time. This governance persisted
for over fourteen centuries. In contrastc the Magna Carta was the product of the collective minds
of human beings )the barons). The United Nations recognized Imam Ali’s covenant as a historical
document and¢ in 2002« declared him the fairest ruler in human history. The international community
selected Imam Ali as an exemplary figure for the rights and duties of all Muslims and non-Muslims
alike. Furthermore« the UN report on Malik al-Ashtar’s governance of Egypt¢ delivered in both
English and Arabic¢ incorporates Imam Ali’s teachings on leadership.

Keywords: Imam Ali )peace be upon him)« Magna Carta< human rights prin-
ciples¢ United Nations.
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Imam Ali bin abi Taleb: on governance

He who has appointed himself an Imam of the people must begin by teaching himself before
teaching others¢ his teaching of others must be find by setting an example rather than with words«
for he who begins byteaching and educating himself is more worthy of respect than he who teaches
and educates others.Your concern with developing the land should be greater than your concern
with collecting taxes¢ for the latter can only be obtained by developing whereas he who seeks
revenue without development destroys the country and the people .seek the company of the learned

and the wise in search of solving the problems of your country and the righteousness of your people
No good can come in keeping silent as to government or in speaking out of ignorance.

The righteous are men of virtue whose logic is straightforward whose dress is unostentatious¢

whose path is modest« whose actions are many and who are undeterred by difficulties

Choose the best among your people to administer justice among them¢« Choose someone who dose
not easily give up¢ who is unruffled by counties< someone who will not persist in wrongdoing« who
will not hesitate to pursue right once he knows it« someone whose heart knows no greed« who will
not be satisfied with a minimum of explanation without seeking the maximums of understanding:
who will be the most steadfast when doubt is cast« who will be the least impatient in correcting the
opponent¢ the most patient in pursuing the truth¢ the most stem in meting out judgment ; someone

who is unaffected by flattery and not swayed by temptation and these are but few
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