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The Geopolitical Implications
of the Impact of Environmental

Risks on Iragi Human Security
ABSTRACT

Salem Hussein Rajeh

Muthanna Mishaan Khalaf Al-
Mazrouei

Department of Geography, College of

Education for Humanities, University of Tikrit This study provides an analytical overview of Iraq’s
environmental reality and the growing risks it poses to
human security, as well as its implications for
geopolitical dynamics and decision-making trends. It
examines escalating challenges, including water
scarcity, desertification, air and water pollution, and
climate change, and shows how these pressures have
evolved into direct threats to internal stability.
Particular attention is given to transboundary water
disputes and environmentally driven migration. The
study also explains how environmental degradation
intensifies economic and social fragility by
undermining livelihoods and increasing poverty and
unemployment. It argues that weak environmental
governance amplifies future risks and limits prospects
for sustainable development. The findings indicate that
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