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Abstract

The play "Miserable Dreams" (Ahlam Shaqiyya) by Syrian playwright Saadallah Wannous
represents an exceptional milestone in contemporary Arab theatre. In this work, Wannous
transcends the boundaries of traditional narrative to dive into the depths of the human psyche
through a high-caliber literary text.

The aesthetic power of this text stems from its superior ability to formulate "human pain"
within an artistic framework that blends cruelty with tenderness, and hyper-realism with transparent
symbolism. In this play, the text does not merely describe the tragedy of characters trapped within
the walls of homes and traditions; rather, it reshapes the concept of "theatrical space" to serve as a
mirror reflecting the eternal struggle between the individual's desire for liberation and the heavy
shackles of society.

The aesthetic here is highlighted through the manipulation of language—making it as sharp
as a scalpel when dissecting reality, yet as poetic as a dream when painting the characters'
aspirations toward salvation. Accordingly, this research poses the following question: What are the
aesthetic characteristics of the literary text in Saadallah Wannous's "Miserable Dreams"? In
answering this question, we find that the aesthetic value in "Miserable Dreams" lies in the delicate
balance between the spoken and the silent, and between overt theatrical movement and suppressed
internal emotions. This balance transforms the text into a transcendent human document that
resonates across time and space, mimicking the soul’s fractures and its tireless search for meaning
in a world dominated by disappointment.

Keywords: Saadallah Wannous, Miserable Dreams, Aesthetics, Literary Text.
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