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Abstract

This research examines the significance of general and specific terms in the Holy
Quran as a fundamental methodological pillar in the science of Islamic legal theory
(Usul al-Figh), given its direct impact on defining the scope of legal rulings and
determining their application. Understanding Quranic generality is not merely a
linguistic analysis of inclusive forms, but rather a crucial element in establishing
and solidifying legal rulings. Similarly, specification is not viewed as a
contradiction of the apparent meaning, but rather as a clarification of the limits of
legislative intent. Hence the importance of this study lies in its addressing a crucial
point of convergence between exegesis and jurisprudence, where the mechanisms
of deduction are shaped by the rules of semantics. The study adopted a descriptive-
analytical approach with a jurisprudential-interpretive dimension. It began by
describing the technical concepts of general and specific terms as defined by the
jurists, then moved on to analyzing the general forms in the Holy Qur'an, tracing
their applications in verses of legal rulings, and linking this to the jurisprudential
theorizing of the leading figures of the school, demonstrating its reflection in
authoritative exegeses. The research also examined applied models illustrating how
to deal with specification, regulate the relationship between the general and the
specific, and address apparent contradictions between texts through the
methodology of reconciliation and preference. The study stemmed from a central
question: What is the true meaning of general and specific terms in the Holy Qur'an
according to the jurisprudential methodology, and how has this meaning influenced
the formulation of legal rulings and guided the process of deduction? The
researcher concluded that the general meaning of the Quran represents a
fundamental principle in legal reasoning unless a valid qualifier is established, and
that specification does not invalidate the authority of the general meaning in
contexts other than those for which it applies, but rather defines its scope without
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negating its apparent meaning. It also became clear that scholars established a
balanced methodology based on upholding the apparent meaning of the Quran,
accepting specification under precise criteria, and prioritizing the reconciliation of
texts over claims of contradiction. This contributed to solidifying the centrality of
the Quran within the process of legal reasoning and to building a coherent semantic
framework that achieves harmony between the Quranic text and authentic hadith.
Keywords: (General and specific meanings, the Holy Quran, legal reasoning).
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