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ABSTRACT

The narrative character is one of the most important
narrative structures in literary texts. It is not merely an
artistic element but goes beyond that to become a means
of revealing the social, cultural, and historical tensions
surrounding human beings.However, the development
of literary studies along with cultural criticism has
shown that the narrative character is not only an artistic

historical system. function but also a cultural representation reflecting the

ARTICLE INFO cultural systems in society. Cultural representation is

understood as the process through which meaning is
Article history: constructed  within ~ both  social and literary
Received 5 Feb 2026 discourse.Accordingly, studying the narrative character
Received in revised form 23 Mar 2026 from its cultural dimension reveals multiple levels of
Accepted 25 Mar 2026 reading. On the one hand, as a narrative structure, it
Final Proofreading 31 May 2026 contributes to the progression of events; on the other
Auvailable online 31 May 2026 hand, it is a cultural-historical discourse that reshapes

E-mail t-jtuh@tu.edu.iq collective consciousness through literature.

In this context, the characters in Suleiman Al-Suddi’s
novel (Seventeen Evenings) become fertile ground for
analyzing the social and historical systems that govern
human behavior and frame cultural identity.
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