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Karbala in Arabic Poetry: A Stylistic-Semantic Approach
Lecturer Assistant Nikal Ghalib Mohammed

University of Al-Qadisiyah / College of Science
Nigal.ghalib@qu.edu.iq

Abstract

Rarely is the poetic conscience devoid of a pause before that blood whose traces still
stretch across the horizon of the city« raising a red banner that symbolizes the utmost
degree of human sacrifice¢ and forming a living¢ ever-renewed bond that transmits to
successive generations the story of an undying epic.

It is Karbala—that space in which the dimensions of place¢ time¢« and symbol fused
together¢< giving rise upon its soil to a narrative of immortality embodied in a major
semantic triad: al-Husayn¢< Ashura¢ and Karbala. From the moment of the event until
the present day« this triad has remained present in the consciousness of Arabic poetry«
manifesting itself through diverse artistic trends and multiple intellectual perspectives«
resulting in a rich textual accumulation that constitutes a significant creative legacy in
the history of Arabic poetry.

This approach seeks to illuminate the most prominent semantic and stylistic paths
through which poets have addressed the event of Karbala« by examining poetic models
in which the name “Karbala- appears explicitly in texts belonging to different historical
periods. The reader is thus invited to contemplate these examples and to infer from them
the nature of the relationship the poet established with this symbol« as well as the lofty
human values embodied in this land—such as sacrifice¢ rejection¢ dignity¢« and justice.
Attention is also given to the poets’ dates of birth and death¢ given their importance in
highlighting the continuity of Karbala’s presence in the collective consciousness and
in revealing the stylistic transformations that accompanied its poetic treatment across
various historical stages.

Since Karbala has been known throughout history by multiple names—such as al-
Taff< Nineveh¢ al-Ghadiriyyah« al-Tufuf< and others—each of which has appeared in
literary texts¢ it was necessary to draw attention to this semantic multiplicity. However¢
the frequent occurrence of these names in Arabic poetry makes it difficult to encompass
them all; therefore« this study is limited to instances in which the name “Karbala- appears
explicitly in its two forms (with long and short vowelization)¢ though such delimitation
in no way diminishes the magnitude of the effort undertaken.

Undoubtedly« tracing the presence of this name in poets’ works over more than fourteen
centuries 1s a demanding task« particularly in light of the limited sources that compile this
poetic heritage within a single« integrated context. Nevertheless¢ this attempt has been
accomplished as a contribution toward uncovering the stylistic and semantic formation
of the symbol of Karbala in Arabic poetry and highlighting its status as a living¢ ever-
renewed symbol that continues to shape creative consciousness to this day.

Keywords: Karbala¢< Arabic Poetry« Stylistic Approach
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