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Abstract
This study examines the Wars of Apostasy (Hurib al-Ridda) from a critical historical perspective, seeking to
reassess their true nature beyond the confines of traditional doctrinal characterizations. It argues that, in the
majority of cases, these wars did not constitute instances of religious apostasy from Islam, but rather
represented political conflicts over legitimacy and authority, which were subsequently framed within a
religious discourse to justify violence and consolidate the dominance of the emerging central state. The study
further highlights the role of jurists and historians in reproducing and systematizing the concept of ridda, and
compares this with Orientalist readings that have contributed to uncovering the political dimensions of these

events, while emphasizing the necessity of engaging such interpretations with a critical and discerning
scholarly approach.
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® Bernard Lewis
The Arabs in History (The Darwin Press, INC. Princeton, New Jersey,

® Olster
Roman Defeat (by Cambridge University Press; 2015).
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