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The Title

Poetic Contests in the Poetry of Inan al-
Natifiyya D.226 AH:
A Thematic and Technical Study

Abstract

Poetic contests (Al-Musajalat Al-Shi'riyya)
are considered as one of the significant
literary phenomena in Arabic heritage, as
they represented a fertile arena for
competition among poets. The contests were
known since the earliest eras of Arabic
literature. They achieved a great peak of
prosperity during the Abbasid era, due to the
extensive intellectual and literary activity of
that period. Also, the abundance of cultural
councils where poets and scholars gathered to
exchange verses and respond to one another
within a framework of literary rivalry and
artistic wit. The themes of the poetic contests
varied, encompassing satire, ghazal, pride,
and humor and jest, which infused the
literary life of that era with a vibrant
character. Among the prominent poets who
excelled in this field was the Abbasid poetess
Inan al-Natifiyya, who was renowned for her
intelligence, quick wit, and her ability to
keep pace with other poets in literary
gatherings. She left behind a number of
poetic contests that reveal her artistic talent
and stylistic prowess, as well as the artistic
and literary significance they carry, reflecting
the poetess's culture and her status among the
poets of her age.
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Al-Abbas ibn al-Ahnaf) (A. Al-Khazraji, Ed.) (Vst ed.). Cairo, Egypt: Dar al-Kutub al-
Misriyyah.
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