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Abstract

The aim of this research is to study the functional efficiency of public spaces in the center of
Karbala City (the old area) and to examine the movement patterns during mass pilgrimage events.
These spaces play a fundamental role in supporting the movement of visitors during large-scale
religious events.

Public spaces« as a general concept in urban planning¢ are integral components of a city’s urban
fabric. They serve as natural outlets within the city and are among the most essential physical
elements« providing visual (environmental) and aesthetic impacts< among other benefits.

The study of public spaces addresses a set of functional requirements that contribute to
determining various functional values for the city’s public spaces. These values are represented by
a set of indicators that were studied and tested in the case study area. The indicators include social
interaction¢ accessibility¢ spatial organization« and spatial compatibility.

The research concluded with several key findings¢ the most significant of which include:
The need for gathering areas for visitors has increased due to the significant growth in visitor
numbers¢ especially in recent years. The spaces serve as gathering points for both visitors and
residents¢ fostering cultural and knowledge exchange. This need led to the addition of four new
public spaces in the city’s master plan (Baghdad Square< Shaaban Square« Martyrs’ Square« and
Al-Algami Square).

Moreover:« the area of public spaces has expanded at the expense of residential usage« as many
residences near the area between the two shrines were removed to expand the region. This expansion

has led to the creation of urban interaction spaces« greatly enhancing daily social interaction among
local and foreign groups alike.

Keywords: Functional efficiency« urban space¢ urban gathering.
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