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The Grammatical Justification
according to Abu Hayyan al-
Andalusi for the Weakness of
Certain Nouns in Al-Bahr Al-

Muhit
ABSTRACT

One of the most prominent features of Abi
Hayyan’s scholarly character is his independence in
weighing and scrutinizing opinions. He does not
suffice with reporting the views of different schools
but subjects them to clear criteria of consistent
analogy, authentic linguistic transmission, the aims of
usage, and the context of recitation. Then, he weakens
whatever lacks solid evidence. These “weakened
causes” reveal much about his methodology: When
does he accept grammatical reasoning, and when does
he reject it? How does he give precedence to
transmission over analogy, to analogy over mere
assumption, or to Qur’anic readings over the ijtihad of
grammarians? From this arose the idea of the present
study. It focuses specifically on instances of
weakening, regarding them as a mirror of a precise
critical method no less important than his instances of
acceptance and preference.

According to the research plan, the study is divided
into two sections. The first section provides a brief
account of the life of Abii Hayyan al-Andalusi, while
the second examines selected examples of Abu
Hayyan’s weakening of grammatical explanations in
relation to nouns.
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