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Thematic transformations in
the poetry of Mutammim ibn

Nuwayrah al-Yarbu'i( d.30AH)
ABSTRACT

Islam brought about significant changes in poetic texts,
which became clearly evident in the works of poets—
most notably Mutammim ibn Nuwayrah al-Yarbu i
Poets sought to establish a defined musical structure
for poetry and used it as a tool to express their
emotions and their stance toward life and the universe.
Through poetry, one can unveil the innermost feelings
of the human soul and the sources of its sorrow and
joy, transporting us to realms broader than our external
world. The Arabic qasidah has undergone several
transformations since ancient times. As pre-Islamic life
changed, attempts at innovation began to emerge from
within the very core of traditional poetic form. Signs of
these changes appeared in poetry as early as the
Umayyad era, due to the evolving religious and social
life of Arab society. These changes also revealed the
objective and emotional dimensions that contributed to
shaping the elegy and from which its ideas were
drawn.
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