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Analysis of the Trends in Household Size Changes in the Rural Areas of
Karbala Governorate and Its Future Prospects

Asst. Lecturer Waseem Abdulwahid Redha Al-Nafaie

Directorate of Education, Holy Karbala Governorate

waseem_ridha@karbala.edu.iq

Abstract

The study of family size represents an important field in geographical research and studies,
as it helps to understand demographic changes in society and monitor population growth rates. It
also identifies factors influencing family formation and changes in the number of individuals in
each family. Additionally, it contributes to analyzing the impact of social and economic policies
on families and their economic patterns, ensuring the formulation of policies that enhance family
welfare and improve the quality of life. Moreover, studies related to family size are crucial in rural
planning, as they determine population and housing needs and guide efforts aimed at improving
infrastructure and public services. They also help identify the consumption patterns of families
and their economic requirements, which in turn aid in directing economic policies and improving
economic performance. This research consists of three main sections. The first section examines
the geographical distribution of family size in the rural areas of Karbala governorate for the period
1997-2020 and tracks the trends in average family size during this period. The second section
focuses on studying the factors influencing family size. It highlights the impact of various factors
such as family income, economic activity, social customs and traditions, educational level, religious
aspects, early marriage, and polygamy on family size. The third section deals with forecasting the

future average family size in the year 2030.

Key words: Family size, Average family size, Family size changes, Family planning, Rural de-

velopment, Future projections.
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