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The poetry of Forough Farrokhzad, particularly the collection Asir (The
Captive), constitutes a foundational contribution to the development of contemporary
Persian poetry. It is characterized by a poetic language that combines apparent
simplicity with profound semantic depth, reflecting the dynamic tension between
individual experience and social reality. Farrokhzad’s poetic discourse is marked by a
distinctive expressive quality rooted in feminine emotion and psychological
experience, manifested through deliberate linguistic choices, most notably in her
strategic use of verbs as key semantic devices in shaping poetic meaning.

Within this framework, the verb is regarded as a central syntactic and semantic axis
that contributes to the construction of meaning, the dynamization of poetic imagery,
and the articulation of emotional and subjective perspectives. Accordingly, a semantic
approach to the analysis of verbs in Asir enables a deeper exploration of the poet’s
cognitive and affective dimensions, while also illuminating the representation of core
thematic concerns such as love, suffering, protest, and the formation of feminine
identity. Moreover, examining the semantic and intertextual functions of verbs
provides a richer interpretive framework for understanding the aesthetic and semantic

structure of these poetic texts.
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