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The Title

Public Opinion in Baghdad and Its Stance on the
Legitimacy of the Caliphate and the Transfer of

Power in the Second Abbasid Period

Abstract

This study examines Baghdadi public
opinion regarding the legitimacy of the
caliphate and mechanisms of power
transfer during the Second Abbasid period,
an era marked by political instability and
competing claims to authority. It analyzes
the formation of public opinion through
scholars, jurists, judges, preachers, and
writers, and their influence on attitudes
toward caliphs, especially during crises and
coups. The study highlights how security
and economic turmoil affected loyalties,
producing divisions between supporters of
traditional  legitimacy and  pragmatic
opponents of actual rule. It concludes that
Baghdadi public opinion was not monolithic
but a dynamic actor capable of granting or
withdrawing legitimacy in line  with
prevailing power balances and religious—

political discourse.
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