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The Title

Spatial Distribution and Evaluation of
Industrial Investment Projects in Kirkuk
Governorate

Abstract

This study aims to identify the spatial
distribution of industrial investment projects in
Kirkuk Governorate and analyze their patterns
of geographic spread. The problem statement of
the study is centered on the existence of spatial
variation in the distribution of industrial
investment projects within the study area, and
the lack of conformity of this distribution with
adopted planning standards. This is attributed to
the influence of geographical and economic
factors, in addition to disparities in services and
infrastructure among administrative units, The
number of industrial investment projects in
Kirkuk City reached (16) projects. The food
sector was among the most attractive sectors for
industrial investment. The results showed that
(68.7%) of the projects tend to concentrate near
the center of Kirkuk District as the
governorate’s main urban center, which does
not align with the recent urban expansion
patterns in the study area. Quantitative analysis
results indicated that the value of (R) was (1.1),
suggesting a random distribution pattern. When
compared with the (Z) value of (0.7922), it was
found to be outside the critical values, which
explains that the spatial distribution of industrial
investment projects follows specific conditions
that led to imbalance in distribution and
weakness in both distributive and functional
efficiency of these projects. The study
concluded that most of the projects are
concentrated in Kirkuk District, Taza Khurmatu,
and Qarahanjir, resulting in spatial imbalance
and a lack of spatial equity. The study
recommends creating a supportive investment
environment by providing an attractive and
secure setting that encourages investors within
the governorate.
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