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Abstract

This study aimed to examine self-motivation and cognitive
independence among university students, as well as to explore gender
differences (male vs. female) in both variables. It also sought to identify
the correlation between these two variables (self-motivation and
cognitive independence) among university students.
A random sample of 170 male and female students was selected from
the morning program at Al-Jadriya Campus, University of Baghdad. The
sample included students from both genders (male and female) and
both academic disciplines (scientific and humanities) during the 2024-
2025 academic year.
Two scales were developed: one for self-motivation and another for
cognitive independence. The statistical analysis verified both the validity
and reliability of the items.
The results showed that the research participants possessed self-
motivation),with no difference between males and females in this regard.
The results also indicated that the participants exhibited cognitive
independence, again with no difference between males and females in
this area. Furthermorel,the results showed no correlation between self—
bias and cognitive independence. The study concluded with a set of

recommendations and suggestions.
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