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The Title

The city of Zakho-Al-Hasaniyah during
the early Islamic and Abbasid periods: A
study in nomenclature and cultural role

Abstract

This study presents a comprehensive
historical investigation of an ancient
Kurdish city known as al-Hasaniyya,
highlighting its archaeological traces
dating back to the Gutian and Assyrian
periods, when it functioned as a strategic
commercial passage. It further examines
multiple narratives regarding the origin of
its name, with roots in Noahic, Aramaic,
and Kordish traditions associated with
fertility or victory. The study focuses on
the city’s role in the Islamic conquests
through ‘Utba ibn Farqad, and later
during the Abbasid era, when it became a
center for the Sindiyya and Salifaniyya
tribes within a tribal-political entity,
while also witnessing the passage of
Hamdanid rulers, incursions of the
Ghuzz, and Buyid alliances. The study
also highlights the city’s cultural features,
such as its mosque and the Roman bridge
of Sinja, as well as its economic
dimensions, including trade in qubaj,
jawajig, and fruits along land routes
connecting it to Jazirat Ibn ‘Umar
(Botan) and Mosul. The study relies on
authoritative primary sources such as al-
Magqdisi, al-Tabari, and lbn al-Athir to
substantiate the geographical and cultural
significance of al-Hasaniyya.
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