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Abstract

This study investigates the impact of internal migration on urban planning in Safwan
City, Basrah Governorate, a border city of strategic geographical and economic
importance that has experienced significant population inflows in recent decades. The
study is based on the assumption that internal migration, particularly rural-urban
migration and forced displacement, has directly contributed to reshaping the city’s
urban structure and increasing pressure on land use, housing, and urban services.

A descriptive—analytical approach was adopted, supported by spatial analysis,
statistical methods, and the use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to examine
population distribution and urban growth patterns. The study relied on official data
sources and field survey data collected through a questionnaire administered to a
sample of residents.

The results indicate that internal migration has played a major role in aggravating the
housing shortage and expanding informal settlements, as the number of informal
neighborhoods exceeds that of planned residential areas. The findings also reveal that
migration drivers are multifaceted and interconnected, including housing inadequacy,
household size growth, limited public services, and the pursuit of improved social
conditions. An inverse relationship was identified between household income levels
and economically motivated residential mobility.The study concludes that mitigating
the effects of internal migration in Safwan City requires flexible urban planning
policies, enhanced formal housing provision, and the integration of informal
settlements within a sustainable urban development framework to achieve balanced
growth and spatial equity.

Keywords: (Urban planning, informal housing, sustainable urban development).
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