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Satire According to Al-Sayyid Al-Himyari
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Ministry of Education — Directorate of Education, Maysan
Governorate

Abstract

This research examines the subject of satire in the poetry of Al-Sayyid Al-
Himyari, one of the most prominent poets of the early Abbasid era. It sheds light on the
nature of satire during that period and how it acquired its form and content. The
research then moves on to explore the formation of Al-Sayyid Al-Himyari's cultural and
poetic personality.
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In the first section, the research presents an overview of satire in the early Abbasid
era, demonstrating that it served as a means of expressing political, social, and
intellectual stances, rather than being merely a form of personal attack. It also reviews
examples of the most prominent satirical poets of that era, clarifying their role in
shaping the features of this poetic art and the influence of political circumstances on its
intensity and themes.

The second section addresses how Al-Sayyid Al-Himyari acquired his culture and
poetic talent, explaining the factors that shaped his literary personality. These factors
include the cultural and intellectual environment in which he was raised, his extensive
knowledge of Arabic poetry, and his deep connection to his religious beliefs, which are
strongly reflected in his poetry.

The research concludes that satire in al-Sayyid al-Himyari's work was a tool with
both ideological and political dimensions. He used it to defend his beliefs and
demonstrate his loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), expressing his
positions in a direct, bold, and clear manner. Thus, his poetry became a reflection of the
sectarian and political conflicts of his time, which endowed it with particular power and
influence in Abbasid literature.

Keywords: (Al-Hija’, Al-Sayyid Al-Himyari).
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