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The Rhetoric of Derivatives and

Their Flexibility (Noun
Patterns) Between al-
Zamakhshari« Ibn Atiyyah«and
Abu Hayyan Selected
Examples from Parts (27 and

28) of the Holy Quran
ABSTRACT

This study seeks to probe the depths of the Qur’anic
text through the semantic value of derived forms
(mushtaqgat) and their flexibility in uncovering
rhetorical arts< by examining the approaches of three
scholars who differed and responded to one another in
directing the texts according to their respective
schools: al-Zamakhshari< Ibn ‘Atiyyah< and Abu
Hayyan. I selected applied examples from two juz’ of
the Qur’an (27 and 28)¢< because they contain rich
evidence of derivational forms and< like the other
partsc are replete with rhetorical devices and many
rhetorical beauties. Using the descriptive—analytical
method« the study concludes that nominal derivatives
in their various patterns appear clearly in these two
juz’< most notably: singular and plural nouns:«
indefinite and definite forms< as well as basic triliteral
and augmented triliteral nouns¢< and repeated and
non-repeated quadriliteral nouns. Generally« these
forms carried multiple rhetorical significations« such as
hyperbole and intensification< praise and blame:«
emphasis¢ challenge and lament« participation and
specification. All this points to the eloquence and
flexibility of derivatives in sound rhetorical direction«
the vigour of the Arabic language« and the figurative
shifting of its vocabulary—matters that are evident to
every specialist.
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