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The Structure of Compound Sentences in Light of Generative Grammar

Assist Lect. Russel Naseer Ali
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Summary:

The structure of compound sentences, in light of generative grammar, is a
crucial linguistic topic that seeks to explain how complex sentences are formed in
language, based on mental rules inherent in the speaker's mind. Generative
grammar, as founded by Noam Chomsky, views the sentence not merely as a linear
sequence of words, but as a hierarchical structure governed by deep syntactic
relationships linking its various components. From this perspective, compound
sentences are studied as the result of the interweaving of multiple simple sentences
within a single structure, through means such as conjunctions, semantics, relative
pronouns, conditionals, and other functional elements that define the relationships
between subordinate and main clauses. This approach focuses on analyzing the
syntactic positions of linguistic elements and uncovering the rules that explain
transposition, ellipsis, fronting, and inversion within compound sentences. It also
distinguishes between the surface structure, which appears in speech, and the deep
structure, which reflects the underlying relationships between the components. This
analysis contributes to understanding how humans can produce an unlimited
number of sentences from a limited number of rules. Therefore, studying compound
sentences in light of generative grammar reveals the precision of the linguistic
system and highlights the human mind's capacity for organization and creativity in
constructing diverse linguistic structures. The study demonstrated that classical
Arabic grammar provided a precise description of compound sentence types and
their grammatical functions, such as sentences functioning as predicates, adjectives,
adverbials, or objects. However, it often focused on the descriptive and grammatical
aspects without delving into the mental processes that produce these structures. In
contrast, transformational generative grammar offers an explanatory framework
that helps in understanding how compound sentences are constructed through
concepts such as deep structure, surface structure, and syntactic transformations.
The study also highlighted the importance of the concept of inclusion in compound
sentence analysis, as it explains how one sentence can be incorporated into another
to perform a specific grammatical function. The study concluded that the
relationship between classical Arabic grammar and generative grammar is not one of
opposition, but rather one of integration. Classical Arabic grammar describes the
phenomenon and determines its grammatical position, while generative grammar
seeks to explain how it is formed and constructed internally.
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