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The Interpretive Approach of the Ahlul-Bayt (peace be upon them) in
Understanding the Holy Qur'an
(An Analytical Study in Light of Shi‘a Exegesis)
Dr. Muhammad Jaber Alwan
University of Babylon / College of Islamic Sciences — Department of
Jurisprudence and its Principles
said.mh.1973@gmail.com

Abstract
The science of Qur'anic exegesis is a fundamental pillar of Islamic knowledge, concerned
with revealing God's intent in His revelation to His noble Prophet and ensuring guidance
for humanity. This research comprehensively examines the diverse linguistic and
terminological concepts of exegesis, reviewing the prominent methodological approaches
employed. Foremost among these approaches is "interpretation based on transmitted
reports” (tafsir bil-ma'thur), considered the most reliable and accurate foundation, as it
derives its explanations from the Holy Qur'an itself, the Prophetic Sunnah, and the sayings
of the Companions and their Successors. In contrast, the research also addresses the
method of "interpretation based on personal opinion” (tafsir bil-ra'y), both its acceptable
and unacceptable forms, while establishing precise criteria for distinguishing the
acceptable form that aligns with the intent of Islamic law. This research sheds light on the
role of the Ahlul-Bayt (peace be upon them) as an authentic and qualified scholarly
authority for explanation and clarification. It presents conclusive evidence of their rightful
place in interpreting the Book of God, such as the Hadith of the Two Weighty Things
(Thagalayn). The analysis reveals the depth and precision of their jurisprudential and
linguistic deduction in deriving legal rulings, such as the issue of wiping during ablution
and the khums (one-fifth tax), demonstrating their profound understanding of the secrets
and objectives of Islamic law. The research firmly affirms the authenticity of the
transmitted methodology and the established authority of the Ahlul-Bayt in understanding
the Holy Quran. These findings collectively aim to ensure a sound and correct
understanding of the Book of God, free from personal biases and undisciplined
interpretations.
Keywords: (Interpretation, Ahlul-Bayt, Quranic Sciences, Interpretive Methodology).
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