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Summary:

This study addresses the phenomenon of social change in contemporary
societies, which represents one of the most complex and influential sociological
processes shaping the structure and functions of society. Iraqi society is employed as
an analytical and interpretative model to examine this phenomenon. The study
seeks to conceptualize social change, identify its dimensions and fields, and analyze
the most prominent theoretical perspectives that attempt to explain it. These
perspectives include functionalism , theories of modernity and postmodernity, and
symbolic interactionism.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology supported by a
comparative approach, relying on the analysis of relevant sociological literature and
previous studies. The objective is to identify areas of convergence and divergence
among the different theoretical interpretations of social change.

The findings indicate that social change constitutes a continuous and dynamic
process resulting from the interaction of internal and external economic, cultural,
political, and technological factors. Furthermore, the acceleration of change in
contemporary societies is closely associated with globalization and rapid
technological advancement. The study also reveals that developing societies
encounter specific challenges related to balancing the requirements of
modernization with the preservation of cultural identity.

The study concludes by emphasizing the necessity of adopting an integrative
analytical framework capable of interpreting social change in a manner that

supports social development and enhances societal stability.
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