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Patterns of Iraqi Youth's Use of Online Radio Station and the
Gratifications Achieved: A Survey Study on a Sample of Users in Baghdad
Province

Dr. Mazen Monther jabar
College of Media-aliragia University

M

Gmail Mazen.m.jabar@aliragia.edu.ig
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Summary:

This study aimed to identify the patterns of use of online radio stations
among Iragi youth and to explore their motivations and gratifications from listening,
in addition to determining the stations and content most attractive to them. The
study adopted the survey method and included a sample of 200 respondents,
equally distributed between males and females. The findings revealed that listening
to online radio stations is mostly associated with leisure time, driving, or being at
home, and that songs and music are the most followed content, followed by general
and political news. The results also indicated that the main motivations for use are
entertainment and leisure, along with news consumption, while the gratifications
achieved combine psychological aspects (breaking routine, enjoyment, and
relaxation) with cognitive aspects (enhancing general knowledge and awareness of
social issues). The study concluded that Internet radio has become an influential
medium among Iragi youth, yet it requires further development of content and
increased opportunities for interaction to strengthen its presence and impact. It
recommended supporting the infrastructure of these stations, encouraging the
production of interactive youth programs, and focusing on content that combines

entertainment with knowledge.
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