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Determinants of the US-Russian geopolitical conflict in Syria
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Abstract
This research aims to identify the importance of Syria, given its significant

geopolitical position in the Middle East. Its geographical location has made it a
crucial geopolitical and economic center. These advantages have given Syria a
prominent place in the calculations of regional and international powers vying for
control over oil and natural gas supplies. Syria represents a point of convergence
for American and Russian interests in the Middle East, as both the United States
and the Russian Federation are keen to maintain their interests in the region in
general, and in Syria in particular. The research's significance lies in its
examination of the US-Russian conflict in Syria from a geopolitical and
geostrategic perspective, contributing to other studies in the fields of international
relations and foreign policy. The research aims to: 1- Highlight the geopolitical
advantages of Syria. 2- Clarify the importance of Syria to both sides of the conflict.
3- Identify the most prominent geopolitical determinants for the United States and
the Russian Federation in Syria to validate the research hypothesis. The research
employs several methodologies used in the study of political geography, including
the historical method to analyze the history of the US-Russian conflict in the study
area. The analytical approach (power analysis) was also employed to clarify and
explain aspects of natural geographic power, particularly Syria's geographical
location, and its economic geographic factors and their contribution to the
concentration of conflict within the country. The research concluded with several
findings, perhaps the most important of which is that the change in Syria led to an
escalation of the cold conflict between the United States and the Russian
Federation, which can be termed a "cold war" whose main arena is the geopolitical
landscape of Syria.

Keywords: (determinants, conflict, Syria, United States of America).
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