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ABSTRACT

Semitic languages are characterized by a variety of root structures; however, the triliteral root remains the most

predominantand frequent, notwithstanding the existence of biliteral and quadriliteral roots. Generally, these roots convey
a "monosemic" indication, describing a specific activity, event, or a single motion—such as (K-T-B: wrote) or (R-K-B:
rode). In these instances, the agent performs a solitary action with no further underlying implication.
Nevertheless, we have many roots are carrying "compound semantics" (semantically complex), where the verb describes
two simultaneous events or meanings occurring at once. This may be termed a "semantic compound.” For example, the
verb khatafa (to kidnap/snatch) denotes a synthesis of "taking" + "fleeing rapidly" (Syriac: .a]v Hebrew: /7). Another
example is iltafata (to tumn around), which signifies "rotating the head" + "looking/observing" (Syriac: ,iah~;, Hebrew:
22imp;7 or 7280,7). These verbs indicate two concurrent actions performed by the agent. A verb describing two motions is
thus a compound semantic unit, originating from two actions where one is latent or concealed behind the other. This
"hidden" verb represents the secondary event, which is often the more significant one; in "turning around," for instance,
while the primary physical act is the rotation of the head, the underlying intent is the act of looking, but the meaning that
prevailed is the meaning of looking and paying attention..
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