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International competition in the North Pole: a study of the strategic
importance and policies of the great powers
Haneen Hussein Marah prof. Dr. Esraa Sharif Jijan
College of Political Science
University of Baghdad

Gmail Hanin.dafar2401@copolicy.uobaghdad.edu.iq
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Summary:

The Arctic is witnessing a significant escalation in international
competition due to transformations linked to climate change, which has led
to ice cover loss, opened up opportunities for exploiting natural resources,
and created new shipping routes. The region's strategic importance stems
from its vast oil and gas reserves, as well as its vital role in shortening trade
distances via several sea lanes, thus enhancing its economic and geopolitical
value. In this context, major powers are adopting divergent policies to
advance their interests. Russia is working to strengthen its military presence
and develop its Arctic infrastructure, leveraging its geographical location.
Meanwhile, the United States seeks to contain Russian and Chinese
influence by bolstering its security presence and cooperating with allies.
China, for its part, is focused on expanding its economic influence by
integrating the Arctic into its Belt and Road Initiative, aiming to develop
shipping routes and access resources.

Consequently, the Arctic has become a key arena for reshaping international
balances, where economic and security dimensions intersect, further

amplifying its importance in the contemporary international system.
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